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Deficits in the ecological
state of small Swiss
streams

May 2024 publication by the
Eawag, the Swiss Federal
Institute of Aquatic Science and
Technology

A survey of 99 small Swiss streams reveals that the majority of the studied streams have
significant deficits in their ecological condition and can only fulfil their function as a habitat for
animals to a limited extent. Insect larvae and other small animals that react sensitively to
pesticides are missing in over 70% of the streams examined. Statistical analyses indicate
that these aquatic organisms are particularly impacted when the structure and morphology of
the stream bed has been altered or if the proportion of agricultural land in the catchment area
is high.
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